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Rural Free

BY FRANK G. CARPENTER.
Washington, D. C.

Fifteen years ago, when Uncle Sam
was stlll but 1ttla more than a ma-
chins for collecting taxes and paying
employes, the man ocutside the city got
his letters as he could but once a day,
onee & week, or, psrhaps, once & month,
To do o he had to rlde or walk mlles,
and his only source of scnding mail
was through the country post-office, to
which he must go. Then began tha
era of Uncle Sam, patriarch, and the
ngents of the Post-OMce Department
commenced to call daily at tha homea
of the farmers. This was the begln-
ning of the rural free delivery, which
has now spread to every part of the
country, and whlch dally serves mora
than 20,000,000 people, There ars al-
ready over 40,000 rural mall ecar-
riers, who ara always en routs, and the
milas they dally trave! ire mores than

THE END OF 'A ROUTE, SHOWING FOURTEEN MALL BOXES.

Tour tlmes as great ns from hera to the
moon.
they cover a distance of about 300,000,

000 miles, or over thres times as far as|
tha earth to the sun, and the'

from
total anoual cost of the service ap-
Proximates $36,000,000.

Stdrting the Iturnl Free Dellvery.

Bafore I tell you of the new plans
which Tincle Eam has for this bhranch
nf his business—plans which inveolva
the parcels post and other Important
additlons—I want to say a word as to
how the'rural free dellvery was start-
ed. It had been In use in other coun-
tries for years when Uncle Sam took 1t
up. The British were sending their
lettere to almost every home In the
United Kingdom, and o were tha BHeal-
glans, French, Ewlss and Germans long
befora we began to consldsr the mat-
ter. Then about tha year 1580 gur
Postmastera-General hegan tn look In-
o it, and In 1833 one of them raport-
#4 to Congress agalnst {t, savini that
1t wan Impracticable and that it would
cost at least $20,000,000 par annum and
would bring 1lttle back. A year later
Congress was wllling to test the mat-
ter and made an appropriation of $10,-
Non - for the purpose, but Postmaster-
General Blssall rfefused to spend the
money so foolishly, and when, a yenr
or two later, the appropriation was in-
creased to 320,000, Postmaster-Gen-
eral Wilson said that the plan was im-
practieable, and it was not until 1556,
when Congress gava him $50,000, thet
he muade the first test. The business
was then started In forly-twa places,
but It was badly managed and It do
nnt succesd.

The (following vear It was tried
sgain, but this time at the raquest of

the then first axalstant postmaster-
general, Mr. Perry 8 Heath, who Bot
Congress to appropriata $150,000 for

the purpose. Mr. Heath urged the mat-
ter, but some of the Senators obieefed,
and one of them salid:

In a year-of 300 working days|

“Mr. Heath, you are acting very
unwisely.  The first thing you know
we will have all our farmers demand-

P. V. DeGRAW,

ks of ﬁ_@w Plans for
Delivery---How System Might Be Inaugurated|

This men has charge of 40,000 rurnl’ mail earriers.

ing a daily delivery, and
cause us no end of trouble,

Ferry IHeath replied that the farm-
¢rs had the ralght to & dally mail as
well as clty peopls; that they wera tax.
ed just ag heavily, and that they had
Just asg great a part in the government,
At any rate, the appropriation was
granted sud elghty-three routes were
established that year., The next year
the number was doubled, and ten years
thereaftér tha carrlers were mors
thap 37,000 fn number. At that time
the mileage was over 800,000 and the
cost had risen to be more than §20,000,-
000 per annum. It ls now 16,000,000

they will

long chat with

tension
that

that within a

of the United
are scattering

more, and the 1ehgth of the routes all
teld Is just about 1,000,600 miles.
A Talk With General I'. V. De Gram
During the past week I, hive had a
the
posimaster-general, Mr, P. V. De Graw,
concerning the new plansg for the ex-
of the service,
the applicailons for new
have been largely compllied with and
few
ment will’ be up-to-date.
has now been extended to every part
States, although
sectlons
not yet been introduced.

fourth assistant

He tells me

routes
weeks the depart-
The service

there
where It has
Over 500, new

Refrigerators and Summer Goods Reduced 33%* %

Throughout the entire store will be many items at greatly reduced prices, which
with the high-class goods sacrificed to make room for fall goods soon to arrive, will make

these great days for housekeepers.
charged as usual. Itis nota

“Cash Raising’’ sale.

Anything you buy at these reduced prices may be

Turkish Rocker

Upholstered in Boston leather,
diamond tufted back, worth $25.

e $1248

ing this sale. ...

This Pedestal Extension

Dining Table

Six feet loﬁg and three and a
half feet wide; made of solid oak
throughout and well worth the
regular price, $11.00.
Special during this
Bale Sumo Tt $7033

““North Star”’
Refrigerators

And Ice Boxes

reduced from regular marked
prices 335 Per Cent.

Exclusive
Agents for

Hoosier

Kitchen
Cabinets.
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Action
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AN ISIPRU"_ISED MAIL BOX,

Toutes were provided for 1ast year.
During the coming year ths new sala-
ries will come into effect, and from
now on the carrlers who have to cov-
or distances of twenty-four miles or
mara Wwill recelve $1,000 per annum,
ranging down from there to $400 or
§600, which Is the pay for thoss who
cover from slx to ten mliles,

In my talk with the fourth assistant
posimaster-general I asked him ¥ he
did not think $1,000 & rather high
wage for a man whose work was alto-
gulper outside the ecity, whera board is
cheap and wages are generally much
lower. He replied:

“It is not & high rate to pay for the
service required, and a man could not
Well do it for less. It Is & lower rate
comparatively than that of the post-
men of the cltles, who get fram $600
to $1,000 a year, according to the slze
of the town &nd the length of thelr
service. ¢ They reeelve this without
having to make any Investment, or to
Incur any extra expense for thelr work.
Ths rural fres dellvery man, who
makes twenty-four miles a day for
six duys of the week, needs at least
two horses, and on some of the roules
three horsges are necessary to render
Tegulur service during bad weather.
Theso have to be furnished out of the
pocket of the man himself, and he
Mmust in addition pay for his vehleles.
The estimated average cost of maln-
talning such an outfit is $250 per an-
num, and the original cost of the
horses and vehicles Is $275 or more.

The average annual cost of the car-
rier’s outfit, in faet, is from $200 to
$250, and even at the best he has anly
$600 or §$700 laft for his wagas,

“Moreover," continued Mr, De Graw,
“It 18 found' that with the daily wear
and tear to which a carrier’s equipmeant
Is subjected that the life of both horses
and vehlecl#s ranges from three to fivae

Years, so vou see he has not such n
80f: snpp after all. In cases where he
travels less than twentyv-four miles he
gets less money. I am mnot in favoer

of too low wages in the Post-Office De-
partment. My idea i= the same as (hat
held by former President Roosevelt

This Is that “the national government

should be a model employer: that It

should demand the highest quality of

service from Its emploves and should

care for them properly in return'™

The Parcels Post and the Rurnl De-
livery.

“What do you think of tha parcels
in connection with the rural de-
Hvery? Will it come?*

“Yes, In time, although Congress has

not given us an appropriation to ex-
periment with as vet. The Post-Of-
flice Liepartment would like to mea It
tested. It would certainly incresse the
usefulness of tha postal servies, and
A system might be established for the
carrioge of merchandise at sguch rates
a8 would be a fair compensation for
the &ervica performed, and  would
materially ineresac olr revenues, The

neople wane to send =mall packages of
merchandi=e by mall th!‘ough the rural

delivery, but they will not pay the
fourth-closs rate. Such a servica could
he organized for the local merchants

and the rural delivery to customers ol
any one section witho injuring or

compeiing with any oth&r service. Wea
have the machinn tor it in operation,
and v wonld maoterially Increase the
income of the department. By this
means a spevial reduced rate of postage
could be made upon merchandize car-

rled only by rural carviers. T have no
Asubt of s practicabllity, If ever one
of aur rural dellvary carriers would
take on an av o of thres packages

2 doy nt 5 cost of 25 cents each thare
would be o return of $16,000,000 from
l'that husineas ulong We are now
running the department without n de-
ficlt, but that s en millona wouid

be edded to the surplus, for it waould
nob cost us any more than the amount
wa are now spending.” o

‘l communities remota

"UA, few vears ago I recommended
| that the delivery Yy rural carriefs to
from post-affices
be supploamented by a parcels  post
dellvery at a speclal rate of postage
{of & conts for the first pound and of
2 cents for each additional pound ar
fraction thereof up to eleven pounds;
| praylded that the goods were mailed
{at the distributing post-ofMce of the
rural route upon which the customers
Hlve. I have no doubt somo kind of
| satisfootory arrangement could be

DAILY MAIL BY RURAL DELIVERY.

venience to the people and to the coun-
try merchants.”

Cheap F for For
“As it Is now Mr. De Graw, a mer-

send, goods through our malls mora |

offlce in New York and sent his gooas
from there, can he not?"

chant living In London or Berlin, can |8

cheaply than though he had a branch|

To-Mor‘raw,

Monday

$4 to $7

values

Sacrifice
Dress Sale
1.98

One Model Like Picture

Foulard Lawns, Challies,

French Reps, Real Linens,

Lingeries, Frerch Ginghams

“That |s true,' was the reply. "Ac-
vording to the present arrangements
all fourth-class matter posted at any |
ona place In tha Unlited States to any|
other place thereln costs 1 cent un

of weight s four pounds.
¥York agent of the London firm, If he;

would have to divide tnem up into four-
pound packages, and If they were full
welght pay 64 cents for each such
package, and should he wish to ship
¢laven pounds, he would have to put
them inte three different packages,
ons of which mizht be three pounds,
and the whole eleven pounds wduld
cost him $L76. On the other hand,
suppose the London merchant shipped
direct from his housa In London. He
could then put the eleven pounds in
one package, provided that package
wag  not more than three feect six
Inches long, and could send it for 12
cents a pound, or for §1.31. For thle
sum ha could mall It to San Francisco,
Los Angeles or any part,of the United
States. If he sent a four-pound pack-
age from London Instead of its cost-
ing him 64 cents it would cost him 48
cents, and {f two pounds, 24 cents in-
stead of 32 cents, which would bes the
rate if mailed In the United Silotes.
Blmlilar rates prevail for the shipment
of articles from here to forelgn coun-
tries, It belng much cheaper to send
the same artlele from Chlcago to Calro
or Caleutta than from Chlecago to New
York. In the one case the merchandiasa
goes by the International parcels post
rate at 12 cents a pound and in the
other at our domestic rate, which Is
18 cents a pound.™

The Rural Dellvéry and the News-

papers.

“What has the rural delivery don
for the press of the United States®
I asked.

*It has increasad the circulation of
the newspapers (o an  epormous ex-
tent, It has made the farmer a dally
esubseriber and has led to thas bufld-
ing up of small dalilied all over the
country. The farmers aro the real
thinkers of the United States, and since
the rural dellvery has been esatablished
they have been doing mors thinking
than ever. They are more ecareful
readers than the city people. They go
through the papers column by column,

reading ‘the news articles and not
merely the headlines. They study the
editorials. and tha result of their

‘thinking to ses In' the letters which
come here to Washington and to Con-
gress. We have had to discontinue
some of our routes, and in such cases
we find that the most strenuous pro-
tests come from those who are thus
prevented from dally racelving thelr
favorite newspapers,”

Working for Hond Improvement,

“Another important thing that the
rural mell service s accomnlishing,*
gald’ the fourth assistant portmaster-
general, “ls connected with the roads
of the country, We are now working
with the Agrloultural Ddpartmental
Burean of Road Tmprovement. and are

1S EGZEMA CONE
AND BOILS CURED

Eczema Began'When Three Weeks
Old. Arms, Shoulders and Breast
a Solid Scab, Boils' Broke Out
During Teething, Used Cuticura
Soap and Qintment, and He Was
the Picture of Health.

—

"My son was about thres weeks old when
I notlced n breaking-out on his cheeks, from
which a watary substance cozed. A short
time after, his arms, shoulders and breast

- broke out alse, and In o

faw days became a solid
gcab. I became elarmed,
and called our family
physician who ai once
pronounced  the  diseasa
eczema.  The little fellow
was under his treatment
o7 pbout three montlis,
11y the end of that time,
hé seemed no better, 1
became discouraged, T
dropped the doclor's trentment, and com-
menced the use of Cutipnry Soap and Oint-
ment, and in o few days noticed o markes
change, The eruption on his cheeks
almost healed, and his shoulders, arms
breast were decldedly batter. nen he
about seven” montha old, all trece of
ECEEML Was goue.
" Duiring his 1eething periad,
ionout

his head
bails which

?u“l the.doétor's treatment, 1 used the
Cuticura  Soap  and = Cuticurs Ointment,
nnthtnf: se, and when two i,-nr.-, old e was
the picti ol health, iis complaxion

was solt and beautiful, and his head & mass
of silky curls, ‘I had hean afrakd that e would
never be well, and I fosl that T awe a great
deal to the Cuticura edies!  (Signed)
Mrs. Mary W. Ramsey, 229 E. Jackeson 3t.,
Colorado Springs. Cold:, Sept. 24, 1010,
Althailgh  Cutleura  Seap and Cudipura
Olntment ara sald 11{‘ druggists and dealers
everywhere, a liberal sample of each, with
d2-page baoklel en the skin and halr, will
he ﬁenl.bpns\-l'rvu. on_application to Potler
Drug & Chem, Corp., Dept, 51, Boston.

=

‘mads which y'ould be of great cam-

sunce or 16 cents a pound and the limit |
The New |§

| Et
sent the goods by mall from New York, B

and dressy.
House, Street and

']

colors and sizes,
$7 values. Choice, $1.98.

Charmingly simple — luxurious
Every one reduced.
Garden Frocks,
beautifully made and exquisitely
trimmed. Very latest effects. Ail
Original $4 and

None C. O: D. No mail orders.

Monday Only

for one day only.

$5 Linen Suits, 98¢

Positively one to a customer;

insisting on good roads wherever thes
malls are carried. We refusa to grant
& route untll the Toads have been put
inte shape, and If they become impas-
sabloe or in such a conditlon that the
delivery eannot be easlly continued
over them, wo Inalst that they be re:
palrad or say that the service will by
discontinued. In this work we are
asslsted by the road officinls of many
of the -States, who send out to each
rural carrler o blank contalning ques:
tions to be answered as to the condls
tions of f{thoe roads over which Jdie
travels.

“EHe is asked to report as to the
materials of which ‘they are composad,
as to the condition of thelr bridges.
and as to how Lhey are workaed.

“The State of Indlann, for instance,
has muede a law that all the highways
along the ryral -fellvery routes must be
kept In passghle condltion all the year
round. A neglatt
lnw-after five days' notlce is punish-
abla by a fina of from §l to 335 per
day, which ls levied on the locality.
Other States are consldering simlilar
iaws, and® by these means material im-
provemetts ara Leing made In the roads
of the country.

“As It 18 now our carriers ara going
dally over mnearly a million miles of
roadway, and we have now Instructed
the .postmasters at the rural delivery
offices to send in detalled raports con-
cerning these reads. Ho' far we find
that only 35,000 mlles of them are of
macadam, tha remainder belng of
earth, sand or gravel, The reports
shoy that sin¢e the rural ‘dellvery
gerviee wags established, more than
§70,000,000 has ‘been eéxpended on
roads traversed by our carriers, and
we are glad to sa¥ that the road of-
ficlals and people senerally are do-
Ing muah to put tha roads intoe 'bc-t.ty_al'
shape' for the service. In the npast

publie. highways than in any other
yvear since 1iha rural dellvery was
startea, and our reports Indicata that

o ganeral interast in roud Improvement
Is being manltestad throughout
aountey.

“Daoes not
away w'th
ofMices? 1 asked,

“They have been discontinued by
the thousand. There {5 no necessity
for many such offices with an effcient
rural cuarrler service. The carrier |5
nat & mere colleetor and distributer o1
the mail. His wagon {8 a minfature
post-office on wheels, often containing
compartments for stnmps of the deph

the rural delivery do
many of the smoller post-

to rvegister. lattars dellverad to hin
which may' contaln. money or other
valualle mdtter. In somo places he |

authorized 1o exebangs  ourrency for
maney ordera sant by tie negple on
his Ttoute, -and hp dellvers registared
lIatiers and gpecial’delivery mall to the
individoals, taking thelr . signnture
thacefor. 1t a farmér wishes to mall
a lettar and'has no stamps he can lepve
the amount nocessary ‘to prepay the
postage with the latter in the box and
the carrler must stamp it. TIn short,
the service s as far nd’ possibla- what
[ have described it-——a 1lttle post-ofcs
on whdels." ' e el
Mnking Rongd Mnaps  of the
 Htntes, .
“What else fs your division doins
Alr. De Graw?' o =
“As to thim division,” sald the fourth
nesisfent postmasteramenerals Vit does
considerable ontside the roral dellvery
gervice. We have to-dn with all the
doad letter mail. which last year
| amountad to over thirteen mlilllon
| pleces. of which we opened and re-
turned to thelr owners more than
gevan milllon. 'We have a force of

United

to commply with Lhis

$10 Linen Suits .
$15 Linen Suits . . 4.98

It will pay you to visit this sale to-morrow.

minations In general nsa and stamptd
envelopes and postal cards. He ha:
the authority o sell these ng well as

?o the 91{

the !

year more work has heen done on such

the |
|

The Passing of the Smnll Post-Ofces.

Ga

. 2.98

176 clerks, under Colonel James R.
Young, who do pothing but handls dead
letters and poackuges which have bean
too Ladly addressed to' be dellvered.
That slone Is yulte & chore.”

“But outside that and mors directly
connected with the rural delivery ser-
viee I8 the divislon of topography.
This Is lttle appreciated except here
in the department, but it Is an im-
portant cog In our machlnery. It col-
lects, complles and publishes all tha
geographical Information required by
the service, Including the platting of
existing post-offices and the mal] routes,
This information Is embodied in. post-
route maps and. In blue prints. Wa
hitya 500 such wnaps In the department
here, and they lave to be corrected to
date every month, In addition we have
about twenty-three thousand spacfiil
dlagrams, which are intended for tha
rallway mail rervice and wa have to
draft meps of the counties where the

complete rural dellvery sprvice ham
been establishad, Wa made 2756 new
mapa of that Kind inst year. Thaso

maps are of great value, not only to
the department, but to outsiders. They
fira used by business firms and pri-
viate Indlviduals and are sold at just
10 per cent. over the cost of printing,
the proceeds golng to make more maps,

fIndecd we have plenty to do.”

(Copyright, 1911, by Frank G. Carpen~
ter )

o —
eptie
ena those suffering from dissasas
of the stomach and intestines.
A physician, sargeon and pharma-
cantist of the highest standing in Eue
rope, 8aiz de Carlos, introduces to tha
public the best and safest treatment for

overcoming disaases of the stomach and
intostines. This remedy he has named. §

omad

,wbich is o.8afs and absolutely harmless :
digestive tonic, relieving pain, aldin,
digestion, stimulating appetite, an
toning the entire system.

It is gradual and bonign in its effects,
restoring the digestive functiona to theic
normal power and health, with ability
to do their work unaided.

To'the Medical Profession:

Physiciung who have kindly reported to
Dr. Saiz de Corlos the results, in Europe, of.
thisremedy whera prescribed, state thatin
cased of chronic gastritls, gesiralzia and dys- |
peprin (combined with chlorosis), ses-gicks
Hlll_.lbtl\lllﬁ|!!IrB-clliHlli!.’lltﬂ']llj{lﬁl‘.

gasirl ulcer in the
§ . colery dyspepaln,hypochlorbydeiadilatationof
the anding I i

in children, ete., by nsing no other medi-
cinethan Stemelix, they hive bean gratifisd
at the remarkable results, discasesof Lhirty
years' standing ylelding to the remedy,

1 For sale by all Druggists.

E, FOUGERA & CO., Agents, L. 5., New York,
- P N P A e —

Cancer Be Cured?
IT CAN

The record of the Kellam Hospitall
without parallel in bistory, baving cured
to stay cured manently, witkout. tHe
use al the knile or X-ray, over 90 per
cent ,of rhm-numg hundreds of sulferers
{rom cancer which it has treated ‘during
‘the past fifteen years. g

We bave beed endorsed by the Senats *
and Legislature of Virginia, ~We guarans
T8¢ OUr cures. 2 e

Physicians treated [ree.

Kellam Hdspital_' -
1617 West Main §Wﬁ -. L
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